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Date 27 January 2011
ACT Multicultural Community eNews 
	· Official Media Launch of 2011 National Multicultural Festival Program– 31 January 2011

· 2011 Census- Area Supervisors and Collectors Needed – 9 August 2011
· Public Consultation Meetings on ACT Languages Policy  – 17/20 February 2011
· Australian Association of Jewish Studies – 23 Annual Conference – 13/14 February 2011
· Lift Program – Open for Referrals 
· Kosciuszko Run and Day of Fun – 12 February 2011 
· ‘VOU’ Fijian Cultural Performances– 9/10 February 2011
· Personal Development Program  – 3 March 2011
· Global Cricket Challenge – 27 February 2011
· 2010-2011 ACT Women’s Grants Program   – Open Now
· 2010-11 Multicultural Radio and Community Language Grants – Open Now
· Mon National Day – 19 February 2011
	· Bollywood Mega Dance Showcase and Workshop – 6 February 2011
· African Drumming Classes – Enrol now
· ACT Languages Discussion Paper  – Submissions Welcome – Due 28 February 2011
·  Maysoon Program at Directions ACT – 17 April 2011
· SAW’s 2011 Activities 
· National Multicultural Festival – Volunteers Needed – 11-13 February 2011
· Children of Afghanistan – Panel Discussion hosted by Virginia Haussegger – 8 February 2011
· Inclusive Community Dance Theatre Project- Radiance  – Enrolments Now Open
· National Youth Week Grants  – Application due date extended




Official Media Launch - 2011 National Multicultural Festival Program
The ACT Minister for Multicultural Affairs, Joy Burch MLA, will be officially launching the 2011 National Multicultural Festival Program next week with headline act, and Face of the Festival, Jessica Mauboy.

The media launch will also feature a variety of cultural performers who will bring lunchtime in the city alive!

Come and join the fun!

When: Monday 31 January 2011 – 12 noon to 1.00pm
Where: Garema Place, Civic
Cost: Free – All Welcome
More information: Michelle Anderson, Festival Coordinator – 6207 6275
Back to top



2011 Census – Area Supervisors and Collectors Needed
The next national Census will be conducted on the night of Tuesday 9 August 2011.  In order to assist in the preparation and operation of the Census, the Australian Bureau of Statistics will be employing Area Supervisors and Collectors from the first quarter 2011.  Applications open on 12 February 2011 for Area Supervisors and on 9 April 2011 for Collectors.
When: Tuesday 9 August 2011
More information: https://secure.abs.gov.au/cascor/recruitment.nsf/6BB5A2EAB819EDCA256F2B00200080/9ADFB11FABAC9A10CA2577AE0009B527?OpenDocument
Back to top



Public Consultation Meetings on ACT Languages Policy
Two opportunities for everyone interested in language-related issues to come together to share their views about the discussion paper “Languages for all Canberrans” (see www.dhcs.act.gov.au/matsia) which will form the basis of a whole-of-government language policy for the ACT.
The proposed policy is far reaching in its scope.  It covers all languages, including English, sign languages, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander languages and addresses issues of language rights, access to public services and information, language teaching and learning, language maintenance and social justice.

The views and recommendations put forward by attendees can be passed on to the ACT Government, which has called for comments on the discussion paper by 28 February 2011.

When: Thursday 17 February 2011 6.30pm-8.30pm:  Room 1.04, Ground Floor, Coombs Building Extension, Fellows Road, ANU (Building 8 on ANU Map at http://campusmap.anu.edu/largemap.asp)
Sunday 20 February 2011 2.00pm-4.00pm: Function Room, Theo Notaras Multicultural Centre, North Building, 180 London Circuit, Civic

Refreshments provided.  The consultations are being organised by the Canberra Multicultural Community Forum (CMCF).

Contact Details: Please RSVP for catering purposes by Monday 14 February to mandy.scott@anu.edu.au
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Australian Association of Jewish Studies – 23rd Annual Conference
This year’s theme is ‘Religion and Politics’.  Professor Fania Oz-Salzberger from Monash University and the University of Haifa will give the keynote address on the Hebraic Roots of Modern Political Thought:  The Philosophers Politicized Bible.
When: 13 and 14 February 2011
Where: National Jewish Memorial Centre, 31 National Circuit, Forrest
More information: http://www.aajs.org.au/
Back to top



Lift Program – Open for Referrals
LIFT Program is open for referrals for young people aged 15-21 years in need of assistance with:
· Homelessness or at risk of homelessness

· Obtaining accommodation

· Employment

· Drug or alcohol issues

· Pregnancy support

· Family or relationship breakdown

· Legal and court issues

· Advocacy

· Living skills

The Galilee LIFT project focuses on life skills, co-ordinating, mentoring, assisting and supporting personal development and pre-vocational training for young people aged 15-21 years.

Contact Details: Eduardo Nunez at Galilee on 6290 2191 or eddie.nunez@commsatwork.org
Back to top



Kosciuszko Run and A Day of Fun
The second Kosciuszko Run from Charlotte Pass Village to the summit of Mt Kosciuszko will be held on Saturday 12 February 2011.  This will be followed by A Day of Fun at Kosciuszko Run in the Village: a concert to honour the runners, a medal presentation ceremony, an all-day picnic, stalls, Polish sausages, famous potato pancakes and Kosciuszko wines tasting!
When: Saturday 12 February 2011
More information: http://www.kozziefest.com
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‘VOU’ – Fijian Cultural Performances
VOU is an explosive and vibrant Pacific experience that transports you to the island paradise of Fiji rich in ancient stories, tradition and culture.  Through the medium of live music and dance, VOU (meaning new in Fijian) is the blending of old and new, traditional and contemporary. What fuels and inspires us to give you something VOU, something ‘new’, something speaks to and connects with people.  VOU strives to impact the spirit and energy of Fiji, reflecting its land, its people and the ocean that connects and binds us all.
When and Where: 9 February 8.00pm-10.00pm at the Canberra Street Theatre & 10 February 8.00pm-10.00pm at Deja Vu, Casino Canberra
Cost: $25
Contact Details: The Street Theatre – 6247 1223; Casino Canberra-6257 7074 or Penaia on 0449 914 616
Back to top



Personal Development Program for People on Low Incomes
Northside Community Service is offering a Personal Development Program for people on low incomes.  This Program has been conducted around Australia and overseas for a number of years.  It is a pre-vocational Program and addresses some of the issues which might inhibit people from finding and holding on to a job.
When: Thursday 3 March 2011 (for six weeks)
Cost: No cost and a light lunch will be provided.
More information: ken.fraser@northside.asn.au (ph 6163 0417)
Back to top



Global Cricket Challenge
The tournament will be a fun family event that also includes activities such as a bouncy castle, balloon modelling and face painting for the children. There will be a free halal pizza lunch. Participants who register by 31 January 2011 will also receive a free t-shirt.

We are looking for 44 children and young people between ages 10-25 to sign up! 

Tell your friends and family about this exciting event and encourage them to sign up!
When: 27 February 2011, 10am – 2pm. Registrations close 14 February 2011. 
Where: Hackett Oval
Cost: free!

Contact Details: dhcsomatsia@act.gov.au or 6205 3297
Back to top



2010-2011 ACT Women’s Grants Program
The ACT Women’s Grants Program is an ACT Government initiative which aims to advance the objectives and priorities of the ACT Women’s Plan 2010-2015 to improve the status and lives of women and girls in the ACT.  A total of $100,000 is available for one-off projects of up to 12 months duration.
There are two categories for funding:

Category 1 – Capacity Building Projects – Projects that strengthen the capacity and effectiveness of community organisations to advance the objectives and priorities of the ACT Women’s Plan within the annual identified key area – Applicants may apply for up to $5,000 (excluding GST) in funding for a Capacity Building Project.

Category 2 – Special Projects – Projects that advance the objectives and priorities of the ACT Women’s Plan within the annual identified key area by contributing to public policy, service development, or the research base on gender equality – Applicants may apply for up to $25,000 (excluding GST) in funding for a Special Project.

More information: ACT Office for Women on 6207 2552 or email women@act.gov.au
Guidelines and Application Forms are available at www.women.act.gov.au – Applications close 5 pm on Monday 7 March 2011.
Back to top



2010-11 Multicultural Radio Grants and Community Language Grants
ACT community organisations and language schools are invited to apply for funding under the ACT Multicultural Community Language Grants Program.  Community language schools play a vital role in assisting multicultural community groups to maintain their cultural identity, language and heritage.  The ACT Government recognises the significant contribution that language brings to the community.
Applications are also being invited from ACT-based community organisations/groups for funding under the ACT Multicultural Radio Grants Program.  The Program is designed to support community radios who contribute vital information to their members but also share the diversity in a forum open to all Canberrans.  It also provides valuable service to disadvantaged people in the community to overcome social isolation.

More information: Guidelines and Application Forms are available at:  http://www.dhcs.act.gov.au/matsia/multicultural/services/grants - Applications close on Thursday 10 March 2011
Back to top



Mon National Day
The Mon National Day will be held at the Community Hall, 41 Templeton Street, Cook (next to Jamison Centre).  Mon food will be served and music and dancing will be on display after the formal proceedings.
When: Saturday 19 February 2011 – from 5.30pm
Where: Community Hall (next to Jamison Centre)
Cost: Entry by donation.
More information: RSVP to Din Pla (0402 632 166) or email to: ama.inc@bigpond.com
Back to top



Bollywood Mega Dance Showcase and Workshop
Bollywood Dimensions Dance School is presenting a Mega Dance Showcase and Workshop to help support the Queensland flood victims.  Entry is by a gold coin donation with all proceeds going directly to the Queensland Premier’s Flood Relief Appeal.
When: Sunday 6 February 2011 - 11.00am – 2.00pm
Where: Canberra Dance Theatre, Childers Street, Canberra City West
Cost: Entry by gold coin
Back to top


 
African Drumming Classes
Enrol now for Term 1!  Learn to play djembe in a high energy group class led by accomplished djembe player and trained teacher, Kate Gascoyne.  A great way to meet people, learn an instrument and enjoy making music each week as you explore the traditional rhythms of West Africa.  Beginners welcome and drums available to hire.
When and Where: Mondays 8-9.30pm – Majura Hall, 2 Rosevear Place, Dickson
Tuesdays 8-9.30pm – Erindale Neighbourhood Centre, Cnr Sternberg Crescent and Comrie Street, Erindale 
Courses commence the second week of February.

More information: Ph: 0414 236 323
Email:  info@drumeffect.com.au
Book online:  www.drumeffect.com.au
Back to top


 
ACT Languages Discussion Paper – Submissions Welcome
The ACT Languages Policy will provide a framework to assist ACT Government agencies in meeting their obligations according to Australian and ACT laws and the human rights principles which the ACT Government is committed to in regard to language acquisition and accessibility.
It will be used to support language related policy directions outlined in The Canberra Plan, The Canberra Social Plan, the ACT Multicultural Strategy 2010-2013 and other relevant ACT strategic planning documents.

The closing date for submissions is 5pm on Monday 28 February 2011.
A copy of the discussion paper is available at:  http://www.dhcs.act.gov.au/matsia/multicultural/publications
Back to top



Maysoon Program at Directions ACT
Directions ACT is offering a Maysoon (Arabic for Women Walking Proudly) course for women with alcohol and other drugs issues who have young children.
Maysoon provides support, resources, knowledge and skills for women to help gain confidence in parenting, strengthening self esteem and building resilience in themselves and their children.  It is facilitated by experienced alcohol and other drugs workers.

When: Thursday 17 April 2011 from 10.00am – 1.00pm (for 8 Thursdays)
Where: Directions ACT in Woden
· Free on-site professional childcare and a healthy lunch will be provided
More information: Please contact Ineke on 6122 8000 or www.directionsact.com
Back to top
Support Asian Women’s Friendship Association’s (SAW’s) 2011 Activities

SAWs will be offering the following courses/activities in 2011:

· Learning English and Computer Skills in Chinese

· Women in Basic Household Maintenance

· Multicultural Community Seniors Craft and Morning Tea Friendship Group

· Chinese New Year Celebration

· SAWs is also urgently looking for volunteers for their English conversation group which is part of a Chinese computer course at the Woden public library

More information: Please contact 0422 737 751 for details of commencement dates and times of courses and groups

Back to top



National Multicultural Festival – Volunteers Needed
The countdown to the 2011 National Multicultural Festival has begun ...and you can be part of it by joining the Festival Volunteer Team.  Each year the Festival depends on a dedicated group of volunteers to keep the show running.

We need people to carry out a variety of roles...we are sure to have something that suits your energy and talents.  Get your friends involved too...we can promise you a great time and the experience of being involved in Canberra’s most vibrant outdoor event.

When: The 2001 Festival runs for three days from Friday 11 February to Sunday 13 February 
Where: Civic, Canberra City
Contact Details: Hanna Joyce, Volunteer Co-ordinator at hanna.joyce@act.gov.au or 6207 0435
More information: http://www.multiculturalfestival.com.au/

Back to top



Children of Afghanistan – Panel Discussion Hosted by Virginia Haussegger
The ACT Council of Save the Children Australia is organising a panel discussion hosted by journalist Virginia Haussegger in conjunction with humanitarian specialists to hear firsthand accounts of the hopes and aspirations of children growing up in Afghanistan today.

When: Tuesday 8 February 2011 – 12.30pm- 2.00pm 
Where: National Press Club of Australia
Cost: $55 pp (includes lunch)
For Tickets and More information: Geraldine Velez on 0435 030 044 or Geraldine.velez@savethechildren.org.au
Back to top



Inclusive Community Dance Theatre Project - Radiance
This program is a 40 week inclusive community arts project open to women with and without disabilities in the ACT region using the mediums of creative dance and movement theatre and culminating in two public performances.  It is an annual project offered each year since 2005.
The project values difference as a rich source of creative material and promotes a broad definition of dance accessible to all people.  No specific skills, abilities or experience are required to participate.  It is an opportunity for women from diverse backgrounds to come together and create, collaborate and connect.

Radiance is an award winning community arts education program for adults unique to Canberra and continues to be a leading example of social inclusion through the arts.

When: Wednesdays – Starting Wednesday 9 February 2011 for 40 weeks (excluding ACT school holidays)
Where: Majura Community Centre Hall, Rosevear Place, Dickson
Cost: Free (support worker/carer and transport costs need to be met by participants using these services). There may be some small costs associated with clothing for performance.
More information: Morgan Jai-Morincome – ph. 6295 1601 or 0400 455 965 email enquiry@expressivearts.com.au
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National Youth Week Grants – Due Date Extended to 31/1/2011
This Youth Coalition of the ACT, in partnership with Youthbeyondblue, the Australian Government and ACT Government, has announced the ACT National Youth Week Grants 2011.
The Youth Coalition and partners value the contributions young people make to our Territory.  These grants give young people a chance to celebrate their achievements while promoting the value of youth participation for young people and the communities they live in.

The ACT National Youth Week Grants 2011 will be available to fund events that recognise the contribution of young people in the ACT to their community.
Applicants can apply for three different categories:

1. General National Youth Week Seeding Grants – The General National Youth Week Seeding Grants support youth-led activities, events and projects that focus specifically on engaging disadvantaged young people. These grants can be for any amount up to $1,500. 
2. Youthbeyondblue Grants – Ten Youthbeyondblue Grants of $2,000 each will be offered. They are available for young people working with an organisation to deliver a local community based project.  The project must deliver an event or activity that raises awareness of depression and anxiety and promotes the Youthbeyondblue key messages.

3. ACT Government School $250 Project Seeding Grants – The ACT School Project Grants are available to fund an event or activity initiated by students in ACT highs schools or colleges and will be automatically awarded to all schools who wish to undertake a National Youth Week 2011 event or activity.

More Information:  Anna Voronoff, National Youth Week Coordinator – ph. 02 6247 3540 or youthweek@youthcoalition.net
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